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A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If the period for reply specified above is less than thirty (30) days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will be considered timely. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Double Patenting 

1 . Claim 22 is objected to under 37 CFR 1 .75 as being a substantial duplicate of 
claim 19. When two claims in an application are duplicates or else are so close In 
content that they both cover the same thing, despite a slight difference in wording, it is 
proper after allowing one claim to object to the other as being a substantial duplicate of 
the allowed claim. See MPEP § 706.03(k). 

The language "second means for controlling the RIP engine" as recited in 
claim 28 is a duplicate of the same language as recited in lines 4-5 of claim 27. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

2. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

3. Claims 21, 23 and 24 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as 
being indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter 
which applicant regards as the invention. 

The following language is inferentially recited: "the messages exclude vector 
image data and bit-map data" (claim 21), " further comprises another socket port of 
receiving vector image data" (claim 23) and "wherein each socket port includes a 
Transmission Control Protocol port" (claim 24), since the parent claim 18 does not 
recites any features related to "the message" or the "socket port". 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

4. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

5. Claims 1, 5, 8, 10, 13, 16-18, 20, 24-25 and 27-28 are rejected under 35 
U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Smith (US # 6,441,920). 

With respect to claims 1 and 8, Smith teaches a system and method for output 
management comprising controlling a RIP engine (34) using a first front end or a first 
RIP control entity (40) and controlling a RIP engine (34) using a second front end or a 
server or a second RIP control entity (40, 42) (see Figs. 1-2 and cols. 5-7 of Smith). 

With respect to claims 5 and 10, see Fig. 2 and col. 5 of Smith that teach the 
front end (40) can provide or transferring images to a server (42) so that the server (42) 
can directly control the RIP engine (34). It is clear to one of skill in the art that the 
above teaching by Smith meets the limitation of "transferring control of the RIP engine 
from the first RIP control entity to the second RIP control entity" as recited in claims 5 
and 10. 

With respect to claims 13, 17, 18 and 25, Smith teaches a system for output 
management comprising a first front end or a first RIP control entity (40) for controlling 
at least one RIP engine (34). a second front end or a server or a second RIP control 
entity (40. 42) for controlling at least one RIP engine (34), a network interface or a 
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controller interface (135) that include socket port (inherent) for allowing the connection 
and communication of the first RIP entity (40), the second RIP entity (40, 42) and the 
RIP engine (34) on the network (35), a RIP engine (34) operatively coupled to the 
controller interface (135) (see Fig. 1 and col. 5-6 of Smith). With respect to the 
recitation "a controller interface for communicating ... controller interface" (lines 3-5 of 
claim 13), Smith teach the use of the network interface module (135) to allowing the 
communication of the front ends or RIP entity (40) that include a RIP manager 
(inherent), the server (42) and the RIP engine (34) over the network (35). It is clear to 
one of skill in the art that a network interface or a controller interface must include in the 
above-mentioned components in order for those components to communicate with each 
other in the network (35). 

With respect to claim 16, see Fig. 1 and col. 6, lines 37-39 that teach an output 
. device or a printer (46) coupled to at least one of the first and second control entities. 

With respect to claim 20, Smith teach the use of the network interface or a 
controller interface (135) that include the socket port (inherent) to allowing the 
communication that includes sending and receiving messages between the RIP control 
entities (40) and the RIP engine (34) over the network (35). 

With respect to claim 24, Smith teaches a network interface (135) that includes a 
socket port (inherent) to allowing the communication of the components over network 
(35). It is clear to one of skill in the art that the socket port must includes a Transmission 
Control Protocol port in order to control the communication and transmission between 
the components. 
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With respect to claims 27 and 28, Smith teaches a system for output 
management comprising a first means (40) for controlling a RIP engine (34), and means 
for enabling control of a RIP engine (34) by one of at least the first means for controlling 
the RIP engine (34) and a second means (40, 42) for controlling the RIP engine (34) 
(see Fig. 1 and col. 5-6 of Smith). 

Allowable Subject Matter 

6. Claims 2-4, 6-7, 9, 11-12, 14-15, 19, 22, 26 and 29 are objected to as being 
dependent upon a rejected base claim, but would be allowable if rewritten to overcome 
the objection and in independent form including all of the limitations of the base claim 
and any intervening claims. 

7. The following is a statement of reasons for the indication of allowable subject 
matter: 

Claim 2 has been indicated for containing allowable subject matter because the 
prior art fails to teach the entire combination of a method including the first RIP control 
entity sending first vector image data to the RIP engine and receiving corresponding 
first bit-map data from the RIP engine. 

Claim 3 has been indicated for containing allowable subject matter because the 
prior art fails to teach the entire combination of a method including the second RIP 
control entity sending second vector image data to the RIP engine and receiving 
corresponding second bit-map data from the RP engine. 
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Claim 4 has been indicated for containing allowable subject matter because the 
prior art fails to teach the entire combination of a method including the first RIP control 
entity includes a RIP manager and the second RIP control entity includes a variable- 
data-printing manager. 

Claims 6 and 7 have been indicated for containing allowable subject matter 
because the prior art fails to teach the entire combination of a method including 
the second RIP control entity sending a request to the first RIP control entity and the 
first RIP control entity enabling the RIP engine to communicate with the second RIP 
control entity in response to the request. 

Claim 9 has been indicated for containing allowable subject matter because the 
prior art fails to teach the entire combination of a machine-readable medium including 
instructions for the first RIP control entity sending first vector image data to the RIP 
engine and facilitating receipt of corresponding first bit-map data from the RIP engine; 
and instructions for the second RIP control entity sending second vector image data to 
the RIP engine and facilitating receipt of corresponding second bit-map data from the 
RIP engine. 

Claims 11 and 12 have been indicated for containing allowable subject matter 
because the prior art fails to teach the entire combination of a machine-readable 
medium including instructions for facilitating receipt of a request from the second RIP 
control entity; and commanding or enabling the RIP engine to communicate with the 
second RIP control entity in response to the request. 
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Claim 14 has been indicated for containing allowable subject matter because the 
prior art fails to teach the entire combination of system including the first RIP control 
entity includes a RIP manager and the second RIP control entity includes a variable- 
data-printing manager. 

Claim 15 has been indicated for containing allowable subject matter because the 
prior art fails to teach the entire combination of system including means for sending first 
vector image data to the RIP engine and means for receiving corresponding first bit- 
map data from the RIP engine. 

Claims 19 and 22 have been indicated for containing allowable subject matter 
because the prior art fails to teach the entire combination of an apparatus including a 
RIP controller interface comprises at least one socket port for receiving vector image 
data and at least one socket port for outputting bit-map data. 

Claim 26 has been indicated for containing allowable subject matter because the 
prior art fails to teach the entire combination of an apparatus including a variable-data- 
printing manager for communicating with the RIP controller interi'ace and a RIP engine 
for communicating with the variable-data-printing manager via the RIP controller 
interface. 

Claim 29 has been indicated for containing allowable subject matter because the 
prior art fails to teach the entire combination of an apparatus including the first means 
for controlling the RIP engine comprises a variable-data-printing manager. 
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8. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. The Applicant's attention is invited to the patents to Smith et al. 
(US # 5,946,156) and Bando (US # 6,449,053). 

9. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Minh H Chau whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
2156. The examiner can normally be reached on M - TH 9:30AM - 8:00PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Andrew H Hirshfeld can be reached on (571) 272-2168. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703- 
872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 




MHC 

December 23, 2004 



Minh H Chau 
Primary Examiner 
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